
Year 2 Reading Advice for Parents



Year Two Reading Expectation

*Read most words accurately without sounding out showing good fluency 
at white or lime level.

*Read the first 300 high frequency words.

*Check and correct errors as they read

*Retrieve specific information from the text.

*Infer how a character is feeling and why they might have done something.



Book Band Levels

Reception

Lilac
Pink
Red

Yellow

Year One

Blue
Green
Orange

Turquoise

Year Two

Purple
Gold
White
Lime



Reading vs understanding

We are able to read the text, however, we do 
not fully understand what it is explaining. Your 
child might be able to read their home reading 

book easily, however, can they answer in-
depth questions? Do they fully understand the 
message? This is what is important! We need 
to be able to understand what we read in life.



What kind of questions will my child be asked?



At the end of Year 2, 
every child will take 

two reading challenges. 
This consists of a 

‘book’ which has two 
or two/ three texts 

inside it and a question 
and answer booklet.

Within the question 
and answer booklet 

the children will meet 
different styles of 

questions. These need 
practise so the child 
understands what the 
question is asking of 

them.



Tick one

This requires the child 
to re-read the text in 
the book and identify 

which statement is 
true.



Find and copy

This requires the child to re-
read the text in the book and 

copy certain information.

Be careful!

The children find this 
tricky as they often copy 

more than the stated word 
count.



General retrieval
The children will encounter 

general questions which ask…

Who? What? Where? 
When? How? Why? 



Matching statements

This requires the child to 
re-read a larger portion of 
text and join statements 

together. The child 
normally has to get all 

statements correct to be 
rewarded with a point.



True or false

This requires the child 
to re-read a larger 

portion of text again 
and decide if the 

statements are true or 
false from what they 

have read.



Sequence

Finally, the children might 
be asked to sequence 
events from a text or 

information. The children 
need to re-read the text 

and number the 
statements.



How can I help at home?



Read to build fluency

Read together



Read for enjoyment, 
intonation and 

expression 



Read to build fluency

dog
dog

Read together
Play Games

My speed tracker/
first 300 words



Questioning
Mayor Chow 
was always in 

line waiting to try 
Willow’s sweets. 

True or false

What had nearly 
given Mayor 
Chow a new 

fringe?

Find one word 
which the 

author has used 
to describe the 

snow.

Match the 
descriptions…

Chewy pop –
Silky taste –

Perfect dollop -



Read for five to ten minutes a day…

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

Read to enjoy 
your new book.

Practise tricky 
words and 

building fluency

Practise tricky 
words and 

building fluency

Read one or two 
pages and ask 

questions

Read one or two 
pages and ask 

questions

Read one or two 
pages and ask 

questions

Read the book 
like an author.


